
Pan American
Health
Organization

Pan American Sanitary Bureau, Regional Office of the 

World Health Organization

www.paho.org

Pan American
Health 
Organization
Pan American Sanitary Bureau, 
Regional Office of the

World Health Organization

525 Twenty Third Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037
Tel: (202) 974-3000
Fax: (202) 974-3663

• Promote high-quality vaccination and immunization
programs

• Prevent and control the spread of communicable
diseases, noncommunicable diseases, sexually
transmitted diseases and veterinary diseases

• Evaluate, prevent and control environmental risks
for public health, with a special emphasis on the most
vulnerable populations

• Understand how social, economic and political
policies affect people’s health

• Strengthen the capacity to analyze health situations
and trends

• Promote health systems and services that ensure
universal access to quality health care

• Offer humanitarian and technical assistance to areas
struck by disasters

• Ensure health promotion services for mental health,
nutrition, family health, aging and other concerns

The mission of the Pan American Health
Organization has evolved over the years
to meet the changing health needs of its
Member States. It includes the following:

Argentina
Marcelo T. de Alvear 684, 4o. piso
1058 Buenos Aires, Argentina
Tel: (54-11) 4312-5301 Fax: 4311-9151

Bahamas
(Also serves Turks and Caicos)
Third Floor Curry House Building
Shirley Street, Royal Victoria Compound
Nassau, Bahamas
Tel: (242) 326-7390 Fax: 326-7012

Barbados
Caribbean Program Coordination (CPC)
(Also serves Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados,
Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts and Nevis, St.
Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Eastern
Caribbean: Anguilla, British Virgin Islands,
Montserrat. French Antilles: Guadaloupe,
Martinique, St. Martin and St. Bartholomew,
French Guiana.)
Dayralls and Navy Garden Roads
Christ Church, Bridgetown, Barbados
Tel: (246) 426-3860 Fax: 436-9779

Belize
No. 4 Eyre Street
Belize City, Belize
Tel: (501-2) 448-85 Fax: 309-17

Bolivia
Edificio "Foncomín"
Av. 20 de Octubre #2038, 3er Piso
La Paz, Bolivia
Tel: (591-2) 362-646 Fax: 391-296

Brazil
Setor de Embaixadas Norte, Lote 19
70800-400 - Brasília, D.F., Brasil
Tel: (55-61) 312-6565 Fax: 321-1922

Canada
(Canadian Society for International Health, CSIH)
1 Nicholas Street, Suite No. 1105
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1N 7B7
Tel: (613) 241-5785 Fax: 241-3845

Chile
Avenida Providencia No. 1017,  Piso 4 y 5
Santiago, Chile
Tel: (56-2) 264-9300 Fax: 264-9311

Colombia
Carrera 13, No. 32-76
Edificio Urano, Piso 5
Santafé de Bogotá, D.C., Colombia
Tel: (57-1) 336-7100 Fax: 336-7306

Costa Rica
Calle 16, Avenida 6 y 8
Distrito Hospital
San José, Costa Rica
Tel: (506) 257-5930 Fax: 233-8061

Cuba
Calle 4 No. 407, entre 17 y 19 Vedado
La Habana, Cuba
Tel: (53-7) 552-526 Fax: 662-075

Dominican Republic 



The Pan American Health Organization, the
world’s oldest international health agency, was
born in 1902 out of necessities dictated by
burgeoning trade and commerce among the
countries of the Western Hemisphere. While
international trade was clearly desirable, the
nations soon realized that border patrols could
not combat pestilence and disease.

That year, representatives of 11 nations met in
Washington, D.C., to formalize the structure of
what is now the Pan American Health
Organization, known as PAHO. Today, PAHO
serves as the Regional Office for the Americas of
the World Health Organization, as well as the
specialized agency for health of the Inter-
American system. 

The Pan American Health Organization receives its
operating funds from its Member States, the
World Health Organization, foundations,
interested governments, and contributions made
through the Pan American Health and Education
Foundation. The total budget is about equivalent
to that of one medium-sized hospital.

A Proud and
Noble History

Setting 
Priorities

The new century and millennium 
generate hope that quality health 
care will be maintained, restored or          
made available to all the people of the 
Americas. To help accomplish these           
goals PAHO has set the following 
near-term priorities:

• Safe blood. Action is necessary to increase the supplies of safe
blood. Only 16 countries screen 100 percent of donated blood
for disease and infection. Further, in countries where blood is
collected from paid or replacement donors, the risk of
infection rises. Only five countries report 100 percent
voluntary donations. 

• Infant mortality. PAHO has set a goal of saving an additional
25,000 infant lives a year by mobilizing the necessary political,
institutional and financial resources for prevention and
training programs.

• Measles eradication. About 1 million children die worldwide
each year from measles infection. PAHO has called for the
eradication of measles through a strict vaccination schedule
that targets children 9 months to 14 years of age. 

• Tobacco use. More than 600,000 people die each year in the
Region from tobacco use, making it the leading preventable
cause of death. PAHO is working with Member States to
discourage children and adolescents from smoking.  

• Maternal Mortality. At least 23,000 women die from
pregnancy-related causes each year in Latin America and the
Caribbean, where the chance of dying during pregnancy and
childbirth is 1 in 130, compared with 1 in 3,500 in the United
States. Many more women suffer long-term effects of
pregnancy-related diseases.  Reducing maternal deaths is a
priority for the Organization. 

• Mental Health. PAHO is working with the countries in mental
health promotion and treatment of mental disorders using
community approaches to restructure services and transform
patient care.  

Much Has Been
Accomplished …

Over the years, the Pan American Health
Organization has built an impressive record of
public health achievements. In 1971 it
succeeded in the complete eradication of
smallpox in the Americas. Twenty years later
it achieved the eradication of polio in the
Region. Health officials are closing in on
neonatal tetanus, and more than 80 percent
of the children in the Region now are
vaccinated against six major vaccine-
preventable diseases.

PAHO’s efforts also have contributed to major
reductions in infant mortality rates,
significant improvements in life expectancy
and substantial reductions in death rates from
communicable diseases. Safe drinking water
is available to growing segments of the
populations, although major disparities in
access still exist. PAHO has put in place an
efficient emergency preparedness program to
prepare for and respond to disasters. And
women can now claim better access to quality
health care, thanks to PAHO initiatives. 

But Much Remains 
To Be Done

• Diarrheal diseases and respiratory
infections remain leading causes of
death for children, killing about 190,000
children a year.

• Cholera, dengue hemorrhagic fever and
tuberculosis have reemerged as
significant problems in the Region.
Nearly 1.2 million cases of cholera have
been reported in 21 countries since
1991; tuberculosis kills more than 200
people a day; and dengue exists in
epidemic proportions in many
countries.

• New pathogens are emerging, including
HIV and other retroviruses,
hantaviruses and rodent-borne
arenaviruses.

• Health inequalities persist within and
among nations.

"We are committed to be loud advocates for more equity in health in
our Region. We are committed to making a difference so that future
generations will know only from the history books what some of our
deadly and crippling diseases were, so that our children can fulfill their
dreams of better and healthier lives." 

Dr. George A.O. Alleyne, 
PAHO Director 
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Gifts for PAHO’s health
programs in the Americas
may be sent to the Pan
American Health and
Education Foundation,
a non profit, tax-exempt
foundation that supports
PAHO initiatives.  


